Contemporary Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2022, 1-26

Recitation of ancient poetry in the postmodern novel The

Man of Everlasting Concern From Mohammad Ayoubi

Asena Abdali’, Jahangi Safari”
Ebrahim Zaheri Abdevand ™

Abstract

The recitation of ancient poems in contemporary Persian novels has a different
function according to the style of the story and the school of the author; As in
postmodern Persian novels, ancient Persian poems have been used to create
incoherence, timeliness and change in historical characters. According to this point,
the purpose of the present study is to investigate the function and role of the
reflection of ancient poems in the novel "The Man of Always Anxiety" by
Mohammad Ayoubi by documentary method. The results of the research show that
Ayoubi, using this technique in the novel, has created polyphony and by using
certain poems from Shahnameh, he has portrayed a helpless and hopeless character
of Ferdowsi. Also, the martyrdom of characters such as Bijan to the poetry of
Manouchehri and Ferdowsi to the poetry of Hafez and Saadi, has led to a kind of

aphorism in the story and the narrative aspect of the novel has been highlighted.
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Ayoubi has also highlighted issues less important than her life in literary history by

selecting marginal poems about Ferdowsi's life.

Keywords: The Man of Always Anxiety, Postmodern, Ancient Poetry, Incoherence,
Ontological Theme.
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