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Abstract

The book “After Method, Mess in Social Science Research” written by English philosopher
and sociologist John Law, is one of the few books which explores the method itself
philosophically-sociologically. After Method explores and challenges the metaphysical
assumptions and normativities of conventional methods and tries to provide an alternative
approach toward method. The book also rethinks practices, purposes, and expression
techniques of conventional methods through a variety of case studies. This book advances
the discussion in the space of constructivism and actor-network theory; however, in the
author's opinion, it goes beyond these two in several places, particularly in the discussions
related to indefiniteness and multiplicity. In this article, we will lay out the most important
claims and positions of this book and discuss also some of its shortcomings.
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For, yes, the framing assumptions of Euro-American metaphysics are still hard at
work... The inquiry — necessarily allegorical because nothing speaks for itself, nothing is
transparent, everything has to be read as a symptom, as being about something else —
thus denies the possibility of non-coherence, multiplicity, priority, and all the rest.
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“Knowledge that does not fit with current ideas, and is therefore now taken to be
wrong, does, however, needs to be explained. It needs to be explained because some
explanation is needed for the fact that the scientists in the past failed to understand that it

was true”.
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“that is, the creation of a set of conventions for recognizing and responding both to

other natural philosophers and to claims about the behavior of air. First, then, on social

philosophers”.
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