Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 7, Autumn 2021, 165-190
Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2020.29902.1762

A Critical Review of the Book
Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language

Shahram Shahryari’

Abstract

Saul Kripke’s Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language offers an unorthodox
interpretation of  Wittgenstein’s Philosophical  Investigations. Contrary to  other
commentators, Kripke regards rule-following as the main issue of the book so that it gives
Wittgenstein’s most significant argument for the impossibility of private language. Kripke
formulates Wittgenstein’s argument in response to a skeptic who seeks a fact in exchange
for the words’ meaning or correct rule-followings. Kripke’s Wittgenstein dismisses such a
claim, arguing that the use of a word or following a rule is called “correct” when it agrees
with other users of the language or rule. There is no corresponding fact for meaning or rule-
following, nor is there any other criterion that can assess one’s responses. Kripke’s
interpretation of Wittgenstein’s question and answer has provoked many philosophical
debates, which have important implications for the methodology of the social sciences as
well as the humanities. After an account of Kripke’s skeptical challenge and his answer to
it, this paper reviews some rival interpretations and their criticisms of Kripke’s exegesis.
This provides the opportunity to point out the impact of this debate on other intellectual
issues. Finally, one of the Persian translations of this book will be examined.
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Jones is entitled, subject to correction by others, provisionally to say, “I mean
addition by ‘plus’,”... (p. 90).
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The same will hold if Jones’s responses to larger problems are too bizarre to be errors
in addition in the normal sense: - (p. 90).
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Rather by asserting such a conditional we commit ourselves, if in the future Jones

behaves bizarrely enough (and on enough occasions), no longer to persist in our assertion

that he is following the conventional rule of addition (p. 95).
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In contrast, the liberal version allows that once a speaker, judged by criteria for

mastery of various rules, is accepted into the community, there should be some rules

where there is no way for others to check his mastery, ... (p. 104f).
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Remember that Wittgenstein's theory is one of assertability conditions (p. 110).
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...simply ignore these questions, supposing, without further ado, that the notion of a
given body 'having' a given 'mind' is self-evident (p. 127).
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More exactly: our attitude is revealed to be an attitude toward other minds in virtue of
our pity and related attitudes (p. 142).
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